[Generalized skeletal dysplasias (author's transl)].
Skeletal Dysplasias are an important cause of short stature. Their overall frequency is unknown; their individual number exceeds 80. Prognostic and genetic counseling depend on a correct diagnosis of the specific bone dysplasia. Specific radiographic diagnoses are also needed for the meaningful interpretation of forthcoming histological, ultrastructural and biochemical studies which will help to elucidate the pathogenesis of skeletal dysplasias as prerequisite for a causal therapy.